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Did you have conversations with people 

whose first language is different to yours?

now

beginning of 

IATEFL

Brighton 2024

end of IATEFL 

Harrogate 2023



• understanding how different cultures express

meanings and values – Hofstede (2005: 1-37)

Intercultural awareness

• choosing informed communicative strategies

• applying appropriate value systems in real 

time communication – Baker (2011: 202)



• more effective intercultural communication

– increasingly connected world

Intercultural awareness

• comprehensive thinking skills

• exposure to new ideas – beyond own culture



Model for lesson aims/objectives

(real-world) communication

demonstration

understanding

knowledge



#1 An A-Z of countries

Gold Experience A2, 2nd ed. (Pearson, 2019)

brainstorming

countries (A2)



#1 An A-Z of countries

me

my country

(countries)

the wider world



#1 An A-Z of countries

(e.g. Find someone who)

• exchanging authentic information

• extending grammar practice

In (this part of) Italy, we usually eat …

            most people celebrate …

Have you been

to Canada?



#2 Guess …

modals of deduction (B1-B2) / speculating (B1 +)

← English File (Intermediate), 4th ed.

 (OUP, 2019)

↑ Speakout (Advanced), 2nd ed. (Pearson, 2016)



#2 Guess …

A

• their occupation

• their nationality

• what they were/are famous for

B
C

D



#2 Guess …

Kalpana Chawla, astronaut

US American (United States)

first female American

of Indian descent to go to space



#2 Guess …

Sir Charles Kao, engineer

British (United Kingdom / Hong Kong)

pioneer of fibre optics

for high-speed broadband Internet



#2 Guess …

Sarah Masuch, actress

German (Germany)

‘Dr Iris Brooks’ in Lindenstraße,

German TV series (1985-2020)



#2 Guess …

Guy Scott, politician

Zambian (Zambia)

Vice-President (2011-14)

Acting President (2014-15)



#2 Guess …

Don’t judge a book by its cover.“
“



#3 Compare …

Gateway to the World B2 (Macmillan, 2021)



#3 Compare …

• raising awareness in monocultural contexts

• regional differences – research and report

(post-task – identify one learning point)

• consider teacher and learner knowledge of 

target countries



#4 Speaking: turn-taking

• variations across cultures

• variations within the same (macro-)culture

turn – ‘the basic unit of talk’ in a conversation

Thornbury (2017: 65)

turn-taking – management of our turns 



#4 Speaking: turn-taking

Complete First for Schools, 2nd ed. (CUP, 2019)



#4 Speaking: turn-taking

Complete First for Schools, 2nd ed. (CUP, 2019)

reflect and 

compare

(‘notice the gap’)



#4 Speaking: turn-taking

reflect and 

compare

(Listening)

exam task

(Speaking)

exam task

(Speaking)

understanding demonstration



#5 Writing: genres

• ‘a staged, […], purposeful activity in which 

speakers engage as members of their culture’

• ‘communicative events, the members of which 

share communicative purposes recognised by 

[…] the parent discourse community’

Martin (1984: 25)

Swales (1990: 58)



#5 Writing: genres

• cultural conventions – how writers stage essays

• genre approach

reading / analysis

paragraph ideas

sentence functions

writing

planning

drafting

‘gist’

task

understanding demonstration



Integrative approach

• grammar practice

(e.g. present perfect simple – past experiences,

 modals of deduction – speculating,

 comparative structures, etc.)

• exam preparation tasks

(e.g. Speaking skills – turn taking)

• skills practice

(e.g. Speaking skills – speculating, Writing skills, etc. )



From awareness to communication

• implicit teaching – developing awareness

• awareness – underlies successful communication

• English language as a common currency 

– connecting world cultures
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